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UM FACULTY MEMBER WINS AMERICAN LEGION AWARD 
MISSOULA—
Jerry Esmay, chair of the computer science department at The University of Montana, 
was recently named Legionnaire of the Year by American Legion Post No. 94. Members of 
the post are veterans living in the Bitterroot Valley.
The award recognizes Esmay’s 16 years of service with Legion activities, including 
many years as a Legion representative on the Bitterroot Bucs Baseball Committee. Ele also was 
cited for his decade as director of the Montana State Science Fair.
Esmay spent 20 years in the military, starting with four years in the Air Force right 
after high school and then 16 years in the Army after receiving a commission through ROTC. 
His specialty was aviation, and he flew helicopters for the last 15 years on active duty, which 
included one tour in Vietnam flying helicopter gunships.
He retired with the rank of major. During his career he received the Purple Heart, the 
Bronze Star and two Air Medals for valor.
Esmay is in his 15th year on the UM faculty and his 13th year as computer science 
department chair. He lives in Stevensville.
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